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included the Eoman Catholics, who are not indeed a
very numerous body; and, as their adherents are prin-
cipally imported from Ireland, we may set them aside
as not "being one of the sects indigenous to England.
For the same reason we exclude Presbyterians of all
kinds. They are mainly importations from Scotland,
We have left, as the chief sects, the Independents,
Baptists, Unitarians, and Wesleyans.

The-first three of these sects are the oldest; and, in
one sense, the Unitarians are the oldest of the three,
but, in another sense, the youngest. As Unitarians,
they are modern; but under their other name of
Presbyterians they are old. The principles of Presby-
terianism were in the Church of England in the early
part of the reign of Queen Elizabeth^ perhaps with
the very beginnings of the Eeformation. They were
chiefly adopted by the early Puritans. The Presby-
terians came into power with the Long Parliament.
Under Cromwell they gave place to the Independents.
They were ejected in 1662 by the Act of Uniformity.
The famous two thousand divines are represented to-
day historically and lineally by two hundred Unitarian
pastors. The decay of Presbyterianism in England
is a history full of instruction to the student of
religious tendencies. The aristocracy and landowners
of the country were once divided between Presby-
terianism and Conformity. So late as the early part
of the last century the City of London was, ite
stronghold of the Presbyterian ministers, and
merchants their chief supporters. Their
are no longer Nonconformists. Th,ey
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